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EVALUATION OF APPLICANT’S QUALIFICATION AND MERITS FOR THE ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR
(TENURE TRACK) IN PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

I thank you for your confidence when you have asked me to compare the four applicants to
the above-mentioned post. In the following, I first summarize the scientific achievements and
merits of each applicant, then compare them and finally rank applicants in order of merit as I
see appropriate. I only used information available in the electronic applications of the
“SAIMA” application system.

 Evgeny Lopatin is Doctor of Forestry from the University of Joensuu (2008) and “Russian PhD”
from the St. Petersburg State Forest Technical University (2011). His current work is senior
scientist at Natural Resources Institute Finland (Luke). He has experience of also many other post-
doctoral jobs (Finland, Russia, FAO). Lopatin has supervised some students (1 PhD, 4+5
undergraduates). He has completed eight pedagogical training courses in Russia and taught a total
of 13 university level courses in different countries (forests, geospatial methods). He has served
many academic positions of trust, such as reviewing research papers (15 different journals) and
funding applications, and been the Vice Rector of Syktyvkar State University. He reports 19
successfully applied and coordinated projects, worth of ca. 4.5 million euro. He has 20 peer-
reviewed articles (+ 14 in Russian-language), most of which focus on issues of forests and forestry,
but there are also papers of soil carbon, solar activity variations and climate change. In English-
language publications, he is the first author in about a third of them. The most recent publication
is from 2021. His merits are strongly in methodological excellence (Earth Observation, Machine
Learning and Geospatial Modeling). Lopatin’s work plan emphasizes the need to decarbonize the
global economy. He recognizes the interconnectedness of the many factors influencing on it, with
special emphasis to the issues of forests and their management in the boreal zone, and
permafrost and reindeer herding in the Arctic region. The plan contains four specific goals with
many different methods, a list of eight expected results, and a plan to assemble a research group
with a tentative assessment of foreseen publication and funding opportunities.

 Lukasz Pawlik is PhD from Wroclaw University Institute of Geography and Regional Development
(2013). His current employment is Associate Professor in the University of Silesia. He has post-
doctoral work experience from also other universities and countries (UK, Czech Republic, USA).
His supervision merits are low (one PhD). He has taught a number of geographical courses in
three different universities, and his teaching portfolio expresses passion. He has experience as a
team leader/PI in several research funding projects and has received 12 awards for his scientific
achievements. Pawlik reports 35 publications and he is the first author in most of them; with the
10 selected papers addressing the relationships between forests and diverse abiotic phenomena,
such as wind damage, soil processes, landscape weathering and geomorphology. His research
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plan style reads much like project application, with the two themes of extreme wind events in
Europe and landslide geohazards in Vietnam. He plans to set up research teams on both themes
and presents ideas for their funding. He foresees to publish a scientific method-oriented book. He
plans to give lectures and organize workshops and seminars in the role he is applying for, as well
as guide students at all levels.

 Aleksi Räsänen is PhD in Enviromental Science and Technology from the University of Jyväskylä
(2014) and docent of Geography (UEF) and Environmental Policy (University of Helsinki). He is
currently senior scientist at the Natural Resources Institute Finland, and has postdoctoral
experience as a researcher at the University of Helsinki (also a period as University Lecturer) and
the Norwegian University of Science and Technology. He reports four projects he has led as the PI
(>million euro) in addition to seven group grants. He has studied university pedagogy at UHE, co-
supervised 5 PhD theses and 14 MSc theses, and taught >10 courses in three different
universities. Räsänen reports 46 peer-reviewed publications and he is the 1st author in over half of
them. The ten highlighted publications are about climate/disaster risk/vulnerability/management,
vegetation mapping and carbon balance; mostly in boreal forests and tundra. Räsänen has been
the PI in two, and co-PI in two other projects, and instructed post-doctoral researchers. He has
served in academic positions of trust, such as reviewing research papers (>100 reviews) and
funding applications, and organizing events. According to his work plan, Räsänen would
concentrate to the study of peatlands and tundra from the perspectives of 1) the spatiotemporal
modeling of their natural processes and 2) analyzing their human-induced changes and
governance. The planned work involves geospatial and machine learning methods. He anticipates
opportunities for collaboration, ways to get research funding and setting up his own research
team.

 Miguel Villoslada is PhD in Environmental Sciences and Nature Protection from the Estonian
University of Life Sciences (2020), with earlier education in the Universidad de Alcalá. He is
postdoctoral researcher at the University of Eastern Finland, researching (and teaching) topics like
earth observation, machine learning, species distribution modeling and climate change (tundra
ecosystems). Earlier, but sill after reaching PhD, he worked as a Chief Specialist in the Remote
Sensing Lab of the Estonian University of Life Sciences. Villoslada has undertaken the course
Learning and Teaching in Higher Education at University of Tartu, and taught several university-
level courses on spatial techniques, ecosystems and physical geography. He has supervised five
doctoral theses (and is co-supervising 5 others), one MSc thesis, and participated in PhD selection
panels. His teaching portfolio is well thought and targeted for this job application. He has acquired
some research funding, co-edited a journal issue, co-organized events and taken part in outreach.
Scientifically, he focuses on the use of Earth Observation and Machine Learning in the study of
ecosystem dimensions, functions and services. The topics of his 21 peer-refereed articles range
from invasive species, reindeer herding and carbon dynamics to agricultural management
practices. Many studies deal with wetlands, often in the subarctic zone but also including
mangroves. The work plan is enthusiastic and forward-looking, with two interlinked research lines
building on the themes of his previous studies. He presents ideas about setting up an own
research team and obtaining research funding. He is keen to promote interactions with other
research units.

In my view, all four applicants are qualified for the position of Associate Professor in Physical
Geography. Their professional orientations resemble each other as all have solid and versatile
knowledge and skills about geospatial analysis and advanced modelling, which they often
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apply in more or less biogeographical studies (forests, wetlands, peatlands etc). Everyone is
an active publisher and their articles are predominantly joint works with different partners
depending on the subjects of the studies. The recent publication record of Lopatin has been
weaker than that of the other candidates and his teaching may be least fit for this job.
Everyone has merits of international collaboration and partnership, successful fundraising
and the responsibility of PI.

Considering the broad field of Physical Geography, the research and teaching focus of Lopatin
may be restrictive. Pawlik studies forests, as well, but merely from the perspective of how
they are affected by various abiotic phenomena, as well as some geomorphological processes
per se, which gives his approach a stronger geographical character. He is an active publisher
and enthusiastic teacher of Physical Geography. His 12 awards are noteworthy. The scientific
profile of Räsänen is rather similar but he has more merits in almost all subjects. His
competence spectrum covers a broad part of the Physical Geography field, including climate,
carbon, vegetation, landscape, disaster risk (flood, drought) and water management. Also
Villoslada is relatively wide-ranging and he has good merits, yet not at the same level.

Based on the above, I would put Räsänen in first place, followed by Pawlich, Villoslaga and
Lopatin. However, as all are good, I can also understand a solution whereby the nomination
committee chooses interview them all for further information.

Any other information needed, I will be glad to be at your service.

In Turku, 10th of May of 2023

Risto Kalliola
professor of geography
riskall@utu.fi


